A notable policy trend in the provision of Medicaid HCBS to people with ID/DD living with family members is the growth of Medicaid ''Supports Waiver'' programs. Although HCBS Supports Waivers limit total expenditures to amounts that are typically considerably less, on average, than is provided in the regular HCBS program, it also provides greater flexibility to the individuals and families enrolled. The cost savings associated with the Supports Waivers derive primarily from the unpaid services and supports provided by the family members with whom people with ID/DD live. A recent comprehensive study of Supports Waivers was conducted by the Human Services Research Institute (Smith, Agosta, & Fortune, 2007) . Smith et al. found that 17 states with Supports Waivers in 2006 served 27.6% of all their HCBS recipients in Supports Waiver programs with 9.3% of their HCBS expenditures. Clearly, the increasing reliance on family-based living in the support for Medicaid service recipients demands much more attention to the characteristics and needs of the individuals and families supported, the adequacy of the supports received, and the short-and long-term outcomes for individuals, families, and HCBS programs. 
